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Throughout history, many of the most important advances in science, politics, and society 
have been developed and driven by courageous and determined women and girls. One of 
those courageous and determined women was the founder of Girl Scouts, Juliette Gordon 
Low, who strongly believed in the potential of all girls and the importance of fostering their 
growth, character, and independence. Driven by these beliefs, she established a global 
movement that has changed, and continues to change, the world. Because of Girl Scouts, 
girls are stepping up to make a difference in their homes, schools, communities, countries—
and the world. At USA Girl Scouts Overseas, we are honored to support almost 12,000 girl 
and adult members in over 90 countries around the world who are inspired to innovate and 
take charge of their own future.

Since it was founded in 1912, Girl Scouts is proven to be the best leadership organization for 
girls. We are time tested, researched backed, and have doubled down on our investment in 
girls. This year thousands of Girl Scouts living overseas discovered the possibilities of STEM, 
participated in the great outdoors, and developed leadership skills that will last forever. 
Whether there are girls building a playground at an orphanage in Manila or girls organizing 
beach cleanups in Japan or girls envisioning their future in aviation in Spain, USA Girl Scouts 
Overseas is here to ensure that the global movement started 106 years ago continues to 
foster those intangible qualities of courage, confidence, and character to girls all around the 
world. 

By supporting USA Girl Scouts Overseas, you share in the belief that every girl has the power 
to change the world.  The need for more female leadership has never been more immediate 
or more obvious and we are proud to showcase our year of unleashing that leadership 
potential in G.I.R.L.s (Go-Getters, Innovators, Risk Takers, Leaders) living all around the globe. 

Yours in Girl Scouting,
USA Girl Scouts Overseas

A Word from USA Girl Scouts Overseas
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Western 
Hemisphere
655  Girl Scouts 

Europe
4,740 Girl Scouts 

At USAGSO, 
girls and adults 

invested more than 

40,000 hours in 
community service 
projects worldwide.

In 2018, USAGSO 
served 8,227 girls, 
4,103 adults, and 

932 troops

Girl Scouts Overseas Facts 

Countries 
with Active Girl 
Scouts in 2018

92
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Africa
431 Girl Scouts 

Asia
5,024 Girl Scouts 

Europe
4,740 Girl Scouts 

Middle East
1,188 Girl Scouts

Daisies: 
1,902 (23%)

Brownies:
2,566 (31%)

Juniors:
2,023 (24%)

Program Participation Level

Cadettes:  
1,287 (16%)

Seniors: 
304 (4%)

Ambassadors: 
145 (2%)
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Overseas and the Girl Scout Leadership Experience

Today Girl Scouts is, as it always has been, the organization best positioned to help girls develop the                  
important leadership skills they need to become successful adults. At Girl Scouts, guided by supportive 
adults and peers, girls develop their leadership potential through age-appropriate activities that enable 
them to discover their values, skills, and the world around them; connect with others in a multicultural 
environment; and take action to make a difference in their world. These activities are designed to be girl 
led, cooperative, and hands-on—processes that create high-quality experiences conducive to learning.

Girl Scouting builds girls who are responsible, caring, and engaged—and 
ready for a lifetime of leadership. And we have the research to prove it.

2018 USAGSO Voices Count Survey Stats

At Girl Scouts, girls are able to experience programs developed for them and by them. They can                      
experience these programs in safe, all-girl environments. The fact is, 99 percent of your daughter’s life is 
experienced alongside boys, where she either has to fight for attention or dodge the unwanted kind. Not 
only can that get exhausting, but it can also lead your daughter to keep her head down and stop seeking 
attention completely. And when this is her day-to-day norm, it’s easy for her believe dynamics like this 
are normal or acceptable.

At Girl Scouts, we offer hands-on, girl-led, girl-centered learning in STEM, the outdoors, and entrepre-
neurship, and abundant opportunities to develop invaluable life skills, Girl Scouts helps all girls take the 
lead early and often. And we’re backed by more than 100 years of experience and expertise in the field.

According to data from the 2018 Voices Count Survey...

of USAGSO
Girl Scouts expressed 
their satisfaction with 

their Girl Scout
experience.

of USAGSO
Girl Scouts expressed 
their intention to par-
ticipate in Girl Scouts 

again the next year.

88% 80%Girls 
said...
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of USAGSO
parents expressed 

their satisfaction with 
their daughter’s Girl 

Scout experience

Top reasons girls would 
recommend Girl Scouts 
to a friend: fun, mak-
ing new friends, and 
learning new skills.

The Girl Scout Difference

According to data from the 2018 Voices Count Survey...

of USAGSO
parents expressed 

their intent to 
reregister their

daughter next year.

82% 80%Parents 
said...

Parents shared that 
the program had a 
positive impact on 
their daughters and 

saw it as an empow-
ering opportunity for 

their girls.
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Overseas Go-Getters, Innovators, Risk-Takers, and 
Leaders

The Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards are Girl Scouting’s highest awards. 
All three give girls the opportunity to do great things and work on
issues they care about as they grow through Girl Scouting. Juniors can 
pursue the Bronze Award, Cadettes can earn the Silver, and Seniors and 
Ambassadors can reach for the elite Gold Award. When these G.I.R.L.s 
earn one of Girl Scouts' highest awards, they’re also changing their 
corner of the world—and maybe even beyond. The possibilities are endless. 

Over the past century, Gold Award Girl Scouts have demonstrated that 
they’re visionaries who implement meaningful and sustainable change 
in their communities. But they aren’t just creating positive change for 
others; they’re also realizing incredible outcomes for themselves. 
According to the Girl Scout Research Institute, Gold Award Girl Scouts go on 
to have greater life benefits than girls who didn’t participate in Girl Scouts: 
58 percent of Gold Award Girl Scout alums are involved in politics, 70 
percent are active volunteers, 94 percent report educational success, and 
99 percent agree that Girl Scouts has had a positive impact on their lives.

In membership year 2017–18, 21 Girl Scouts in USAGSO “went Gold” while 88 
earned their Silver Award and over 260 earned their Bronze Award.

Highest Awards

2018 Girl Scout Gold Award Highlight

Realizing how the world’s oceans are struggling to survive because of plastic waste, 
Tegan’s Gold Award Girl Scout project focused on educating people about the issue and 
developing solutions to make easy changes that will help minimize waste and trash, and 
in turn, positively impact the future of our environment.

As a Girl Scout located overseas in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, Tegan’s Girl Scout Gold Award 
project benefited people all over the world as they learned how they are part of the 
problem, how to help, and why it is so important to have clean oceans.

Quote from Tegan: Knowledge empowers people and once you educate one person 
there is a multiplier effect where they will educate others and then those people will edu-
cate even more people until we get to the point where everyone is aware of the issues at 
hand. I thought that creating many aspects to my project that were educational, online, 
and accessible for people worldwide would help to have a long-lasting and sustainable 
effect.
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For over 65 years, Girl Scouts from all over the world have participated in Camp Lachenwald. Camp 
Lachenwald is a premier overseas camping experience where campers spend time in the Great        
Outdoors, exploring nature and so much more, all while making lifelong friendships and Girl Scout 
memories. 

In 2018, 153 USAGSO Girl Scouts attended Camp Lachenwald in a new camp located in Schmitten- 
Oberreifenberg Germany.  Surrounded by forest, girls were able to learn archery skills, hike the ruins 
of Königstein Castle, and make lifelong friends!

Great Outdoors

Girl Scouts are more
likely than other girls 
to participate in a

variety of fun and 

challenging
activities, like those
involving the

outdoors.
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Thanks to a generous grant from the World 
Foundation, USA Girl Scouts Overseas    
collaborated with the World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) to 
expand Girl Scout and Girl Guide programs 
in Ethiopia and Mozambique. 

The goal of the project was to execute 
an innovative development campaign to 
recruit new girls and volunteers in each 
country where, in both, the presence of 
Girl Scouts or Girl Guides was absent or 
very minimal. Through a 4 to 6-month, 
multi-phased approach, USAGSO laid the 
groundwork in Ethiopia and Mozambique to 
ensure more girls throughout the world ex-
perience Girl Scout Leadership Experience.

World Foundation Grant

Cookie Program/Financial Literacy

During the 2018 USA Girl Scouts Girl Scouts’ Cookie Program 
from all around the world also gain the five essential skills 
through a variety of other money-earning activities. Whether 
it’s a service project or a bake sale, USAGSO Girl Scouts are 
learning all about financial literacy in practical, real-world ways. 

During the 2018 Cookie Season:
• 2, 646** of Girl Scouts participated in the Girl Scout Cookie Program
• 258,668 boxes of cookies were sold overseas
• On average, 98 boxes were sold by each Girl Scout
• Fun fact: USAGSO’s most popular cookies in 2018 were Thin Mints®. 
Coming in at a close second were Samoas® 
**Estimate
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At the beginning of Membership Year 2018, Girl Scouts of the USA 
hosted the triannual convention called: G.I.R.L. 2017 and USA Girl 
Scouts Overseas was there in force! At G.I.R.L. 2017, in addition to a 
fantastic adult delegation, two girl delegates represented USAGSO.

The girls shone when they gave speeches, spoke up on issues, and 
ensured that the overseas perspective was considered in each vote.

G.I.R.L. 2017
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Overseas Volunteers are the Best!
USA Girl Scout Overseas prepare girls around the world for a lifetime of leadership. When Girl 
Scout volunteers come together, they create a community of change and an empowering 
environment that allows every girl to find their inner G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, 
Leader)™.

Our overseas volunteers 

received 110 awards 
recognizing their 

valuable contributions 
to Girl Scouts.  

Volunteer of
Excellence: 63

Appreciation Pin: 35
 

Honor Pin: 8 

Thanks Badge I: 4 

600 volunteers
received training by 

USAGSO.

Our overseas volunteers 

led 42 troops and 

456 girls to earn the 
Honor Troop Award.  

Their tireless efforts 

led 6 communities 

and 455 girls to earn 
the Honor Community 

Award.  
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Financial Breakdown (Revenue and Expenses)

Cookie Sales

Military Funding

Program Service Fees

GSUSA

Grants

Merchandise Sales

Donations

Investment Income

Revenues Overseas FY2018 Percentage Split

Cookie Sales $ 615,467 36%

Military Funding $ 469,891 27%

Program Service Fee $ 301,851 18%

Girl Scouts of the USA $ 109,928 6%

Grant/Special Events $ 107,328 6%

Merchandise Sales $ 72,392 4%

Donations $ 35,099 2%

Investment Income $  12,316 1%

Total Revenue $ 1,724,272



Program Related Expenses

Administrative Costs

Inventory Costs

Expenses Overseas FY2018 Percentage Split

Program Related Expenses $ 1,083,569 66%

Administrative Costs $ 554,55 34%

Inventory Costs $ 1,090 >1%

Total Expenses $ 1,639,210
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Donors 

Bronze Circle
(up to $500) Silver Circle

(up to $1000)

Ráchel Roché Walton

Valerie Russell

Wesley Brubaker

Heather Collins

Diane Culhane

Emily Edahl

Kathleen Fitzsimmons

Marta Fonseca

Alexander Gamble

Yueshi Hong

Adam Jones

Monica L. Kays

Misty Lowder

Tonya Lowery St. John

Jennifer McLin

Amanda Newcomb

Aura-Lee Nicodemus

Stefanie Ortiz-Cidlik

Karrell Osbourne

Patricia Penza

Sandra Rivera

Denise Rivers

Chadon Rose

Rhonda Stargill

Chantay Thomas

Network for Good

Gold Circle
(up to $5000)

Eric L. Warner

Deb Kemper

Founder’s Circle
($5000 and Up)

Carol A. Pouchol

World Foundation

Global Impact Anonymous Donors
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USAGSO’s Council of Advisors

USAGSO’s Council of Advisors provides a unified structure to advise on the strategic 
direction of and policy matters pertaining to USAGSO operations and supports the 
growth and sustainability of Girl Scouts overseas.

Executive Committee
• Ráchel Roché Walton, Chair, Paris, France
• Kristine D’Alesandro, Vice Chair, São Paulo, Brazil
• Kathleen Fitzsimmons, Secretary, Rome, Italy

Committee
• Liza Boffen-Yordanov, Singapore
• Harvey Gerry, Frankfurt, Germany
• Deb Geradi Kemper, Boston, USA
• Kathy Limbaugh, Basel, Switzerland
• Jennifer McLin, Geneva, Switzerland
• Carol Weiss Pouchol, Paris, France
• Rhonda Stargill, Guangzhou, China
• Danielle Ullner, London, England
• Eric Warner, Tokyo, Japan
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Italy
Unit 31401 Box 123
APO, AE 09630
Telephone: +39-0444-61-8892

Japan
Unit 45005
APO, AP 96343-5005
Telephone: +034-580-0584

New York
420 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10018-2798
Telephone: 1-212-852-8037

Website: www.usagso.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/usagso
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/gsoverseas/ 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/usa-girl-scouts-overseas/
Email: overseascustomercare@girlscouts.org

Contact Information


